CHELTENHAM ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Minutes of the League Management Committee Meeting held at the Victory Club, Cheltenham, on Wednesday 25th January 2017 commencing at 7pm.
Attendees: N.Oram, I.Hamilton, P.Tustain, J.Cook, D.Johnson, B.Hill, J.Hunt, I.Swales, T.Holmes, T.Onions, S.Arlin.
Apologies: P.Daly, J.Overington, M.Neave, I.Sercombe
Matters Arising 
The Cheltenham Civil Service v Brockworth game can now be resolved after the abandonment was proved by the GFA to be caused by CCS. Game awarded to Brockworth.  JH to change on fulltime. 
Action on MN to send final year of the Bristol Street Motors sponsorship invoice to Bristol Street Motors for settlement. Completed. MN has sent this to Martin Thorley and awaits a response. 
Action on PT in regards to a Fintan player appearing to have the same address and name, but two different email addresses and he is playing for another club.  All resolved. 
Action on MN in regards confirming our insurance details with the Victory Club. Completed. Ours sufficiently covers our trophies and therefore the Victory Club should not need their own cover insurance 
Pursuing Trophy issue with Macron and A1 trophy’s. Will be picking them out after this meeting. 
League Secretary Report 
Quieter period due to the Christmas/New Year break. 
Still fielding a lot of queries on player registration, but this seems to be settling down.
Asked to attend a player registration session at the GFA for other leagues in Gloucestershire who will be undertaking our journey with the new system next year. 

GFA
Actively investigating the Fintan game at the weekend. They have already spoken to Fintan Secretary and obtained the necessary extra facts.
Social media financial fine and attendance at an education event handed out to the transgressor in regards to the RSG v Bishops Cleeve game. 

Rule Offences / Disciplinary
See attached. 

TH has had a problem whereby there are 60 cautions on fulltime, but not on the WGS. GFA are going to investigate this and send charges out accordingly. Action on IH to send email out to clubs and confirm it is the clubs’ responsibility to contact the GFA to report the caution other this could potentially lead to problems further on. 

TH reports that some referees are reporting they are not getting match notifications. Action on IS to let clubs know the changes so they can contact the match referee. 

TH reports a record on cautions on the 7/1/17 51 cautions and 5 reds. The week after, we had 50 cautions. The previous record was 35. 

Treasurers Report
MN sent his apologies.
Referees Secretary
BH thought this was worth discussing. Given what happened with Fintan reserves this past weekend, perhaps we ought to. http://www.telegraph.co.uk/football/2017/01/17/referee-strike-threat-triggers-fa-action-abuse-grassroots-match/
RSG V Welland – disturbing report received from the match referee in regards to the behaviour of RSG.

IS looking at putting out a reminder to clubs in regards to the match postponement process. 

This is the current information on our website:

Postponing Matches
We are now entering the period when weather conditions have a severe impact on fixtures. Clubs are reminded that they should contact Ian Hamilton, John Hunt and Ian Swales at their earliest convenience if they are looking to postpone a fixture.

IS reports that minutes from GNSL questioning the balance between the GNSL and CAFL in terms of Referee allocation. The tone of the minutes appeared to be a tad derogatory towards our Referees’ secretary. 
IH suggested that perhaps the GNSL could look to monthly appointments vice 6 monthly appointments or indeed look at perhaps asking IS to appoint for GNSL and CAFL. This could lead to talent spotting, advancement of some of our junior Referees’. 
NO highlighted how it was done in the past with the past direction towards collaboration with the leagues. 
There have been many other Saturdays where the CAFL have supported the GNSL. 

Action on IH to email John Green to advise John there have been 6 occasions whereby IS has supported the GNSL, but it was felt by the committee that the CAFL come first. The Committee felt more conversations should take place between the leagues, so it is not a straight no, JG should be talking to IS at regular intervals. 
IS asks if Fintan Reserves should have AR’s appointed to their game this weekend. Will Wain is the referee, so the committee felt let this run its course, but if a committee member is available to observe, it would be a good idea. 
Registration Secretary
PT reports registrations are getting a lot better. The problem is the transfer system. Other Secretaries are not realising they are having players transferred. Do we use the 7 days approach. (The FA have confirmed we do not do the 7 days approach) Players are being transferred without other Secretaries knowing. 
TH questioned whether we should be using the 7 days notice of approach next season. 

Some clubs are not contacting the club secretary who they wish to transfer the player from. 

Action on IH to resend transfer instructions to all clubs. Clubs should not be using detach and attach, they must use the transfer system. Action on PT to contact playerregistrations@thefa with details/problems.
Results Secretary
BH reported all is looking good at the moment, texts are coming through ok. 

Fixtures Secretary

ASA still has issues around time-keeping for the Youth games that kick off before CAFL usage.  It was 12:30 before Bishops Cleeve v Shurdington kicked off on Saturday. 
IS suggested that games should actually be set to kick-off at 12:15, 2.15 and 4.15 on fulltime. 

Committee decided to withhold payment as we are not getting the full 2 hours for each session. 

Finals day has been agreed with Bishops Cleeve for May 6th. 

Semi-Finals will be in March timeframe, once JH knows the Bishops Cleeve fixtures. 
Any Other Business
BH asked about Yahoo/Gmail problems. (A known problem was reported)
BH reports Rob Morrison doing a great job on media reporting. 

SA starts his tour of clubs’ committee meeting next week. 

Charity meeting to be booked for 8th Feb. 
Next Meeting
Charity Cup Meeting Wednesday 8th February 2017. 
League Management Wednesday 22nd February 2017.
